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Introduction

There are many stories of the Delaware Finns told by Swedes. This is story ofdh@ied-inns as
understood byFinnish writers(llmonen Louhi, Wuorinen and KG Olin) and genealogical research
(Vuorinen)and how | understand them as a Finn.

Finns are an origindlype of people, which have their original langu&genish The first Finns game
to Finland at about 3000 B.C. during the age of C&ebamic culture. They wereoming from the
refugee near the Black Searing several thousand years of Stone .AQais can be proved by the
vessels found overall of Finland.

About 100 % of the original peopl&vho were living in Finlanghad beerspoken Finnish language or
their dialects. But after the Viking times (8A®00 A.C.) also some Swedes moved to Finland.
However, more than 95 % of Finnish population was still gegezlly Finnish.There were also Sami
people, who were genealogically different from the Finns and Swédies. the Swedes invaded to
Finland,in about115Q many Finns had to learn to speak Swedish.

Today about 5 % of the Finnish population spealedsh as their native language. Howeweqgreat
pat of the Swedish speaking Finase genealogicallyof Finnish origin. Many of them, typically
priests, soldiers and civil servantshad to convertonly their language in Swedisithus their
descendants had Swedish as their mother languigedish has been an obligatory language in
schoos of Finland sincehe first schools started in Finland

Mittakaavataso 1: 8 000 000

Finland today showing the
place Mulikka, which is the
original place of Mullica
family.
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The Finns have been cultivating the land in the forests by so calleeasidblarn method, which was

in usein Finland until the end of 19tbentury. Thetrees were slashed in a summer time and burned
during the next summer in June. The burned forest was used for cultivation. By this method one could
get about ten to twenty barrels of grain from one barrel. However, the crops became smaller in the
second gar and after some four years a new forest should be burned.

ForestFinns

The story of the Delaware Finns begins from the King of Sweden Karl IX (king-1604), who
promised free land and tax breaks for thésens, who wanted to move to kéland Dalarra and
other forestsn areas to north and northest from Stockholmn Sweden.

Many Finnish families mowkthere and built their houses in the forests. The Swedes started to call
them as Forest Fns, because not many Swedes wamtbego there in the first place. The Forest Finns
lived mainly from hunting and slasindburn method of cultivating of the forests.
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The Swedeor Finnsfound iron in the forests anidon mills needed also chaval, which was also

made from wood. Thus the slashdburn method was forbidden and also the land given to them was
taken away, because the Finns were given no papers of the ownership of the land. This happened
during the time of Queen Kristina (queen 1d%54). The many houses of the forest Finns were

burned and they did not have shelter for the winter. There was désv, which urged the Forest Finns
to return to their homeland.

Many of the Delaware Finns game from forest of Sweden, because they were not allowed to live there.
They were offered an opportunity to avoid jall, if they would move to New Sweden, whghkituated
in Delaware. Thus most of the settlers in New Sweden were actually Finns. They were Finns, who were

genetically Finnish and also spoke Finnish language. All of them had also Finnish first names and also
many of them had Finnish last name.

New Sweden

A Dutch governoiPeter Minuit mad a plan in 1638, how New Swedshould be established. He had
copied the rules from New Holland anceW England and proposed the same New Sweden. A

voyage should be made there with a ship, which has at leasatwos and food for one year. The land
should be boght from the Indians and a castleoud be built to protect the sédts.

The Finns settled inDelaware
sty e Pennsylvania, Maryland and New
Y YLVANIA \ . Jersey (S. limonen)
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A Finnishborn Admiral Klaus Fleming was the leader of the New Swé@dadeCompany. The rules

of the company were approved by Queen Kristina in 1637. The board of the company included
Swedes: Axel Oxenstierna, Gabriel Oxenstierna, Klaus Fleming, Galemngjt&on and Peter Spiring.

Also five Dutch members were in the board, because one half of the compapaniaewned by the
Dutch.

Voyages to Delaware

Twelve voyages from Sweden to Delaware were endwring years 1638656and one from Oslo in
1644 According to my estimation about 8% of all settlers were Finnisbrigin. There were
additionally Swedish and Firsh soldiers in manghips, which were sent there to build castles like
Fort Qristina, near todays Wilmington, and protect the settlem&otdiers had no obligation to stay
there and many of them came back to Sweden and Finland.

Table 1. Ships andnationality of thesettlers to Delawargsoldiers have not been countefee
appendix 1 for methods of countjng

No |Ship Swedes Finns  Total Dead | Departure Arrival
1 Kalmar Nyckel Nov. 1637 Mar.1638
2 Kalmar Nyckel 3 3 Sep. 1639 Apr.1640
3 Freeburg 8 8 1641
4 Kalmar Nyckel and Caritag 10 40 50 July 1641 Nov. 1647
5 Svan and Fama 2 3 5 Sep. 1642 Jan. 1643
6 Fama 5 15 20 Dec. 1643 Mar. 1644
7 Gyllene Haj 0 0 0 May. 1646 Oct.1646
8 Svan 10 30 40 Aug. 1647 Jan. 1648
9 Katt (sunk) 1 4 5 35

10 |Orn (Eagle) 50 100 150 100 May.1654
11 [Gyllene Haj (to New York)

12 Mercurius 13 92 105 Nov. 1655 Mar. 1656
13  |Oslo-Amsterdam-Delaware 10 120 130 Jun. 1664

Total 101 415 516 135

20 % 80% 100 %

Of the13voyagesonly 11ships arrived iDelaware. One ship sunk (Katt) and one ship arrimédew
Amsterdam (New Yorkpy navigation mistakedVhen the last ship arrived in 1656 the New Sweden
wasalreadyoccupied by the Dutcand thus no ships were sent there during the Dutch period.

The genetic nationality was known only exactly in twelfth voyage, where 92 (88%) of 105 settlers were
Finns. In 18 voyage almost all were Finns, thus about 90% of the settlers in the twoyagesovere
Finns.
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However, | have estimated thaily 72 % of the settlers in the first ten voyages were Filins.also
possible that there were more Finns in the first trips, because the Swedish authorities forced many
Finns for the travels, becausey could not find voluntaries among the Swedes.

The first voyage (Kalmar Nyckel)

The first voyage included some 24 soldiers, who should build the Fort Christina. It has not been found,
if all of them were Swedeslowever, no settlers were in this vogag

The scond voyage (Kalmar Nyckel)

Peter Graig has found one Finn namédrs Svenssonto be the first Finn, who arrived to New
SwedenMans (Mauno) Andersson(Antinpoika) Olin travelled in Kalmar Nyckelsaa soldier with

his wife anddaughter Ifmonen). After six years of servica Fort Cristina he moved to place called as
Finland and became a farme®oldier Peter Ramboarrived also in this shiglnoner). His wife was

from Vaasa Finland and she came later. Rambo was important man and he has largef group
descendants.

The third voyage (Freeburg

WhenKalmar Nyckel returned to Stockholm from the second voyage in July 1940, it was bringing a
letter from governor Ritter. Ritter complains that he needed settlers who could build houses. The men
coming with wo first voyages were taken from the cities and were not used to practical work in
country side. Thus he asked that better men should be sent there within the nest voyages.

Because voluntary farmers could not be found, Swedish government made an oskefdoce. A
letter was sent in autumn 1940 to Olof Staken, governor of Varmiaatto catchorest Finns, who
had beerburning forests for cultivation and sent them to New Sweden.

Louhi has found following Finnswhich travelledo New Swedeiy force

oFour Finnish peasants in the parish of Sund, in southwestern Sweden, near the Norwegian boundary line, had
been found in 1640 guilty of burnbeating on their farms. These &kl Larsson, Klement Joransson, Jons
Pafvelsson and Bertil Eskilssowere therefore ordered to the army and their property confiscated to the
crown. They applied to the government for permission to go to New Sweden, which was granted and Governor
Olof Stake of Vermland and Dal was instructed on July 9, 1640 to hold tihdaonds for appearance at
Gothenburg as soon as the government called them there. Eskil Larsson however had escaped from the army
YR 6la y2¢ KSEtR Ay {YSR2S3AFINR LINRaz2y 4G {G201K2f Y¢

Peter Graig has found the same men and some ofkers:Hendricksson the Finn and seven men
quilty from forest burningClement Joransson,Eskil Larsson and his son Banl Eskilsson, Jons
Palsson from Sunne Parish VarmlandMans Jéransson, Hendrick Mattsson and Johan
Henricksson
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The fourth voyage (Kalmar Nyckel and Caritas)

Voluntary settlers couldot be found for the first voyage®n February 8, 1641, the government again
wrote to Governor Leijonhufvudrdering him, in case he could not prevail upon people to go to New
Sweden, to capture all the "forest destroying” Finns found in his district, about whom he had made
complaints(Louhi).

The slaskhandburn Finns, which were treated as criminatsuld betransported to New Sweden by
force. The ship Caritas transported mdrant 50Finns from Stockholm to Goéteborg according to the
passenger ligiilmoner), which has been foun@&ome of them were coming from Pohjanmaa, Finland,
where governor Prinz had maaérip in winter 1641 to recruit settlers.

Most of the Finnswere transported from Goéteborg to New Sweden in Kalmar Nyckel as Caritias
transported horses, cows and supplies.

List of namesn the fourth voyagénclude following Finnglimonen)

JohanAndersson, Bertil Eskelsson, EskeftBEsson Andreas Hansson with his familgnd his brother
Matti Hansson Clemet Jéransson, Johan Povelsson, Olli Povels$otally eight men with their
family members were included

The names with the Firaddition

Clementthe Finn, Maunu Joranssothe Finn, Mauno Monssothe Finn, Henrick Mattssornhe Finn,
Martin Thomssorthe Finn, Henrickthe Finn, Evertthe Finn, Ivar Henrickssorthe Finn, Lassithe
Finn, Martti the Finn, Williamthe Finn. Totally elevermenwasincluded

The names with Finnish last name:

PeterKokkinen, Martti Marttinen with his family, KnuMarttinen, SérendMinkkinen with his family,
Olli Rasanen,Anders Dssava JohanTossava Olli Tossava Totally eight men and their family
membersvere included

Martti Marttinen (Marten Martenson) and Knut Marttinen were coming directly from Finland. Martti
Marttinenwas the notable person in the last group, becauggdasgrandson became representative in
the Continentel Congress in 1776, whtwe independence was declared. According to the Finnish
records Martti Marttinen was born in Rautalampi, which is today in Savo or east part of -Middle
Finland. Most of the people, who lived in Savo and Karelia, had last names.

About half of the Finnish pgbe had last names, but the Swedes priggte made the church books,
dropped the last names because the Swedish men did ndhbéast namesThey also converted the
Finnish names to corresponding Swadinames. It the Swedish church bodkse nameMartti
Marttinenwasdocumented as Marten Martensson.
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Sixth voyage (Fama)

After the sixth voyagéFama)the number of male inb&ant in the colony was 9@.ouhi). Twenty six
inhabitants had dieith the New Sweden colorgfter earlier voyage.

Eighth Voyage (Swan)

After the eighlh Voyage the conditions in New Sweden wkmnewnto be goodoy the Forest Finns in
Varmland, who asked permission to go there. A letteitten by Matts Eriksson the Finn from
Varmlandwas found from Stockholm archives, wheratten 200 Forest Finngsked permission to go
to New SwedeiiLouhi). They said that, if they cannot go there, they want to go to Denmark.

Actually totally 300 Forest Finns from Varmland asked the same permigsiahi). The matter was
discussed in the Royal Council on June 12, 1648 (ueen thought it strange that they should ask for
such permission as there was enough land to be had in Sweden.

Varmlandwas the living place of most of the
Forest Finns, who settled to New Sweden. It is
around the city of Karlstad, which was a very
important place for Swedish iron industry.

Ninth Voyage

About 41setters, 24 sailors and 20 soldiers were traveling in Katt from Goéteborg toSweden. The

voyage was proceeding very well until the ship sunk aftesing on ground. Most of the travelers

could be saved to the nearest island, but then Spanish ship saved them but treated them badly becaus
they were Lutherans.
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The survived 24 setts could continue the voyage with an English ship to Delaware. But also this
voyage was dangerous, because a French ship captured them and they became as prisoners. Only abo
19 settlers were saved, but most of them had to return to Sweden. Alpmrdgethadlost their lives.

Tenth voyage (Orn, Eagle)

Lieutenant Sven Skuteas collecting sttlers from and workers from Wfaland, Vesteras and Dalarna.
Also this time the slashndburn criminas, the Forest Finnswere offered freedom from jail, if they
travelled to New Sweden.

The new governor Risinger informed tt280 settlers, 40 soldiers and 40 saileese ready to start the
voyage About 230 settlers were loaded @rn-ship, which started its voyage. Seafesettlers died
under voyage. About 13050 settlers arrived in New Sweden. Majority of them were Finns.

Theship Orn included alsPaavo Juhonpoika Mulikka who has been recorded using Swedish name,
Pal Jonsson. Paavo Juhonpoika was born in MorBalama, in Sweden, where his fatheuho
Antinpoika Mulikka had settledrom village of Mulikka in Finland. Paavowas also accused from
slashandburn cultivation.

The many ofdescendants of Antti Mulikka have been documerifegzko Vuorineh The last name
Mulikka comes from the name mulikka, which means the same as young bull. Family Mulikka has its
origin in the east part of Finland, where most of the people used to have family names.

Twelfth voyage

Thesettlers in théast voyagewvith Mercuriusin 1655 were also documented. Then it was quite easy to
find the volunteer for the voyage. The information about the conditions in Delaware had been
spreading among the Forest Finns.

Sixteen families from Lytestegéllage from Varmland were readyp go voluntarily. Also 80 other
Finns arrived in Goteborg, where the Mercurius was starting its voyage. Only 110 settlers could be
taken, because also soldiers, servants and sailors were needed.

The records of the settlers show following: Finnish: 38,m€ wives, 11 daughters, 12 children under
the age of 12 or totally 72 people. Swedish: 9 men and servants, 2 wives, 2 maiden or totally 13 people.
List of passengers can be found in the appendix.

When the ship arrived the New Sweden had been takembgvthe Dutch. The ship was also arrested
and the settlers could stay, but the soldiers should return to Sweden.

One of the families in the 12th voyage wasders Sinikka(written as Sinnickafamily. Anders was
granted 900 acres of land on the north side of Cristina River. He hadBa@anSinnicka(Sinnexon)

who came to Delaware with his father. Broer Si
to the patent granted in 1686.
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Thirteenth voyage

When Sweden had stopped the expeditions, there were still Finns, avitedito go the America. In
May 1664, Peter Trotzig, the Sedish commissioner in Anstlam reported to his superiors in
Stockholm that there were 140 Finns who were on their way to Delaware.

They were Finns who had got letters from their relatives in Delawéiey had started their journey
from Sundsvall region having sold their farms aloer property. They had taken a ship in Christiania
todaydés Oslo to Amsterdam.

PeterTrotzig was orderetb send them back to Sweden, but the Finns wanted to continue their journey.
The authorities could not stop their journey, which continued in 16&# to Delaware. Their names

and settlements have not been counted. However, the total figure of the Finns who settled in Delaware,
New Jersey, Maryland and Pennsylvania increased to about 400.

This was the last journey to Delaware, because the Swadthkbriies ordered that the Fis should

not travel there. Howeer, the letters game fromelawareand many Fins have travelled therelhe
authorities could not count the travelers, who traveled to Oslo by walking in the first place and then by
ship to Delaware.

Fort Cristina

The soldiers built Fort Christina for the protection of the peopleo #ie new settlers have to wark
the castle as a servant to pay back thescoistheir voyages. After at leasto years in service in the
castle thesettlers were free to build their housétowever, the criminals have to work there longer and
many of the slasndburn Finns were treated as criminals.

However, the Dutch occupied the castle in 1655thethew governor was Peter Styvessant. Thkes
in the area were changed, but the people could stay there in the Dutchheuip nr 12 arrived
under Dutch rule and the men were free to settle after the ship had dotuvéte soldiers had teturn
to Sweden.

Settlementsof Delaware Finns

The first land was given to new #ets not earlier than in the year 1644 after they have been worked in
Fort Christina for two years. The first Finns settled about ten miles to the north from Fort Christina in a
location, which was called as Finland. In 1647 a new smaller castle in Civastéuilt in Upland for
protection of the new settlements.

10
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Delaware and New Jersey in 1704 shows Mullica River and MuHlita

11
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The Delaware Finns settled in the beginning on the west side of Delaware River. The first settlements
near Fort Cristina in the west bank of Delaware River Delaware near today#/ilmington. The
names of some Finng/ho lived near Fort Christina has begwen in Appendix 3.

The next settlers went to Pennsylvania side in pl&@eisnd and Upland. According to lImonerin
Finland were living families of Olli Rasanen, Olli Kukko, Mauno Halttunen, Walle Hollton, Willam
Urrinen, Peter Walkow (Valkoinen), Johadulkko, Knut Marttinen, Anders Andersson, Evert
Hindricksson, Johan Frisk, Mats Andersson and Mans Monsson.

The settlements comtiled aroundchuylkill River and inthe presenPhiladelphia, where was a place
called asSaunaby the Finns. Peter Kokkinema Juustinen lived ther&mall castles oVaasaand
Torneo were built for their protectionThe names of the settlers in Pennsylvania have been given in
Appendix 4.

Also Paavo Juhonpoika Mulikka (Pal Jénsson Mullock in the records) lived there for some time until
he moved toMaryland wi t h hi s f ami |l y. [No& songaoth énd-inldm ,s hair anh
indicates that he was very satisfied wiik land. Several of his descendants, who lived in Maryland,
have been found with the last namédoulson whi ch comes from Paavods A

William Mullica built this house inl704 inMullica Hill, New Jersey (taken by Asko
Vuorinen Oct. 2011).

12
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Some Finns moved to the east side of the Delaware River, New Jersey side. One of them was Eric
Mullica, son of Paavo (Pal) Mulikka, who settled in 1698 on the south bankafliga River, which

was called after Eric Mul |l i dMallica Pantatiordo t Wwas t oainls &
Mullica Township.

His sons Olavi(William), Eric (Erkki) junior and John (Juho) build their houses in 1704 on Raccoon,
which is still called asMullica Hill after the brothers. Several of their descendants have been found
with name Mullica. Some Finns moved to eastern bank of Delawass Bnd the place was called as
Finns Point.

Table2. Finns in New Jersey by limonen.

Name Gen. Occupation From  Arrived Free Settled in
1 Hansson Anders 1 Farmer Varmland 1641 Maryland
2 Hendricksson Lassi New Jersey
3 Kalm Peter 1  Scientist Turku, Fir 1648 Raccoon NJ
4 Laicon (Liukknen) Brita Pennsneck N
5 Laicon (Liukkonen) Hans Raccoon NJ
6 Laitien (Laitinen) George Finnpoint, N{
7 Laotien (Laitinen) Kirsti Finnpoint, N{
8 Linane Lassi New Jersey
9 Lokenius Lars Priest 1648 Grane Hook
10 Monsson Peter Farmer New Jersey
11 Mullica (Mulikka) Erick Paulson 1 Farmer Mora 1655 Mullica Rivet
12 Mullica Adam 3 Farmer
13 Mullica Anders 3 Farmer
14 Mullica Erick Erickson 2 Farmer Mullica Hill
15 Mullica Fredrik 3 Farmer
16 Mullica Johan 3 Farmer
17 Mullica John (Johan) Ericson 2 Farmer Mullica Hill
18 Mullica Jonas 3 Farmer
19 Mullica William (Olavi) 2 Farmer Mullica Hill
20 Rambo Johan Peterson 2 Farmer New Jersey
21 Roisko Henrik New Jersey
22 Savoy Abraham Isakson 3 Grane Hook
23 Savoy Jean Isakson 3 Grane Hook
24 Seneckson Johan Racoon N.J
25 Sinicason (Sinikka) Anders 1 Farmer 1649 New Jersey
26 Vianen Anders 1655 New Jersey

13
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Eric Mullica built this house irl704 inMullica Hill, New Jersey (taken by Asko Vuorinen
Oct. 2011)

Churches

The first church in Delaware was built in Fort Christina in 1642. The church was small, but it was used
for some time.The next church was built in Tinicum Island. It was replaced in 1648Vloaco
church,int odaydéds Phil adel phi a.

On New Jersey side onaRcoon River the first church was built in 1704. It was replaced by
Swedesboro churchor Holy Trinity Church , which was built during years 178386. This church
was the largest of all churches in the area. It was 41 feet wide and 61 feet long. Theactunctsy
used as burial place for many Delaware Finns. Also the brothers William, Eric anMabica were
buried thereAlso a log cabin built by Morten Mortenson can be found on the churchyagdcabins
were the first Finnish export products in thevi&orld.

You cannot find any Finnish names in the graves, because the priests used the mark all Finns with
Swedish style as Matts Mattsson. No original Finnish nhames with last names were used. The priests
were Swedish and they used Swedish languagéainits.

14
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Holy Trinity Church in Swedesbottas a very old graveyard, where William, Ericdadohn Mullica
have been buried (taken by Asko Vuorinen Oct. 2011)

However, most of the Finns changed their language to English within one hundred year 1%l iin

was found that in Wilmington Congregation only 68 members of total 516 members understood
Swedish(E.A. Louh). In Philadelphia congregation only 21 of 430 members did understand Swedish
and in Raccoon and Pennsneck only few from 450 members towtkiSwedish. Thus the overall
number of Swedish speaking population We% of populationFinns were not counted by the priests,
who were Swedish.

Population

The populationdataf A Swedi sh familiesd were publ iHilhed i
Martin. He found that there were 939 people among Swedish families and he counted also Finns. Using
figures in Table 1 and assuming that growth rate is 1.7 % then a following diagram of population can
be evaluated. In 1700 the population number wab Hhd 836 (80%) of them were Finns. However,
during this time there were much more English people.
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